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Story behind the name

OILART Oil Response Operational Art
Concept

= Description of how to design and 
command

a large scale maritime oil response
operation



Background for the project

• Legislative change in 2019 
• Ministry of the Environment→ Ministry of the Interior

• Started 2019

• Funding from European Maritime and Fisheries Fund (EMFF)



OILART – workshops

Tactical Principles 1
26.9.2019

Designing maritime oil
response operation
10.10.2019

Tactical Principles 2 
2.4.2020

Alerting the resources
31.10.2019

Distress Vessel  
and 
prerequisites 
for an operation 
4.10.2019

Situational Awareness
7.11.2019

Logistics and waste in a 
long operation 
28.11.2019

Reconnaissance and 
behaviour of oil 
12.12.2019

Environmental
information and 
impact assessment
15.1.2020

Procurement during 
the operation 
6.2.2020

Cooperation with
insurance
companies and 
funds 23.4.2020

Commanding a major 
oil response operation 
at sea (National) 
19.9.2019

Communi-
cation
13.2.2020

Commanding a 
major oil
response
operation – table
top 7.5.2020

Information 
systems and 
documenting 
26.3.2020

Commanding a major 
oil response operation 
at sea and on the 
shoreline (National) 
14.11.2019

Testing the
concepts in 

exercices

• Balex Alpha
• Balex Delta

Designing and 
commanding a major 
oil response operation

Tactical
Principles for 

planning an oil
response
operation

Commanding a 

major oil

response

operation at sea

(International) 
19.3.2020



Finalizing the publications

Designing and commanding a 
major oil response operation

Tactical principles for planning an 
oil response operation

To be published also in English!



Command Structure of Oil Response
operation



Inside the guide

• Tasks

• Actors

• Tools

Description of 

different

actions and 

roles



Year 2021 – Exercises and 
Implementation

Implementation
• Exercices: Balex Alpha and Delta (Helcom), 

national table top

• Other

• In training and eLearning material

• Communication

• Communication Advisor

• Newsletter, videos

• Finalizing the project

What have we learned?
• Importance of documentation and 

communication

• Long duration of the operation versus SAR

• More practise needed

Project as a catalyst for discussion! 



Marine Environment Response
Tool

Introduction in 2021

Finalized in 2023

• Internet-based

• To support in command
and documentation

• User friendly

• Tools

• Focus in documenting and 
commanding oil and HNS 
accidents at sea

New information system



Questions?

Venla Ryymin

Project Manager/OilArt

Maritime Safety Unit

Border Guard Headquarters

venla.ryymin@raja.fi

Tel. +358 295 421 147

mailto:venla.ryymin@raja.fi



